PortableOpenCPN_MAX Upgrade
Previously I published a download link to the PortableOpenCPN_MAX compilation which provided anchorages, charts and other items for the area spanning from the east coast of Africa to the west coast of the United States.
Some of the anchorages in Malaysia and Australia have links that open information in a browser.
For example, when opening the Properties of an anchorage (easiest way is to double click on it), the link will appear at the bottom.    
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Clicking on this link opens information in your installed browser about this location.
                                                                         [image: A screenshot of a computer
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But for this to happen, these links require files to be put on the computer’s C: drive. The files to be added to the C: drive can be downloaded from this link.

Enjoy.  Terry Sargent 
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Semporna k

‘The tidal currents in the channel off Semporna can be significant. The British Admiralty’s *Total
Tides® programme’s predictions for tidal currents often seem to be 1-2 hours late. The direction of
buoyage changes at Semporna. There is considerable small-craft traffic and often appalling
volumes of floating rubbish.

Anchoring in Semporna is difficult. In 2016, 2017 and 2018, the local fishing fleet was evicted so
that the Rally could anchor stern-to a concrete wall around 04°28°.69N 118°37°.04E. Lines ashore
should be rat-proofed. There may be insufficent water for deep draught yachts during spring tides.
In 2017/18, a Rally yacht needing over 3 metres had to anchor off around 04°28°.68N
118°37.22E, 8 metres at chart datum, just off a reef. Another reported position is 04°28".57N
118°37°.30E, but in 2018 several yachts anchored in this area dragged in very moderate conditions
and many found much deeper water. Fishing boats anchored with long ropes took up much of the
available space. .Other anchorages nearby are marginal at best on broken coral and many areas
excessively deep. In 2018 three rally yachts anchored around 04°28°.56N 11837
anchorage with better holding on mud was found at 04°30°.2IN 118°37 38E, but there is coral
close nearby. In 2010 one rally yacht anchored near the above waypoint swung into coral with the
change of tide. Adequate holding was found in 15 metres just south of the town at about
04°28°.IN 118°37"5E, but this anchorage is steep to with coral close by. In 2010 a superyacht
was anchored for several weeks in mid-channel, presumably in 30 metres or more.

In 2013 a rally yacht anchored off the Semporna Navy Base at 04°25%. 12N 118°35° 46E. This is
a restricted area, into which the rally fleet was denied access in 2014. But individual yachts may
be allowed to remain afier being given permission by a patrol vessel. Calm and weil sheltered.
Good holding on mud, 5 metres.

An anchorage in Tagassan Bay at 04°21".8IN 118°33° 46E. is less sheltered than the Navy Base
(see above) but recommended for yachts awaiting the tide to head towards Semporna or the

Sungai Kalumpang (see below). Tagassan Bay has mostly good holding on mud. The 2019 rally
fleet anchored here.

At the south end of the Semporna Channel there is a good anchorage in about 12 metres with
excellent holding on mud at 04°19°.82N 118°29°.37E. This would be a good place to await a
favourable north-going flood tide through the Semporna Channel, which should flow between
High Water Tawau and High Water Tawau +5.
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